H1974

THE WASHINGTON LOBBYISTS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
today is an important day. It is open-
ing day for the Washington Nationals.
Baseball is back in Washington. But we
ought to come up with a better name
than the Washington Nationals, a
name that really fits this city.

The new baseball team should be
called the Washington Lobbyists. After
all, who runs this town? The energy
lobbyists that wrote the energy bill
last night in committee, the bank lob-
byists who wrote the bankruptcy bill
today, the pharmaceutical lobbyists
who write the medicare legislation, the
Wall Street lobbyists who write the So-
cial Security privacy legislation, and
they and their Republican allies in
Congress play under different rules. ‘It
ain’t over ’til it’s over,” unless we are
losing.

At home games, the Washington Lob-
byists could hold the game open, add-
ing extra innings if they are losing at
the end of the arbitrary nine. Instead
of the oh-so-boring ball day and bat
day, we could have Halliburton Gaso-
line Night: a tank of gas for the first
thousand fans at the Halliburton patri-
otic price of $8.95 a gallon. Or, we could
have the Enron Double Header: fans get
in early with promises of a big win, but
then the team kicks you out and takes
your pension away. Or, we could have
Wal-Mart Kids Day: kids do not actu-
ally get to watch the game. Somebody
has actually got to work the conces-
sion stand, after all.

Mr. Speaker, if we want to change
how things work in Washington, we
need a new pitching staff, and the
Washington Lobbyists have to go.

———

CELEBRATING THE WASHINGTON
NATIONALS

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, as I lis-
tened to my colleague talk about base-
ball, I have to say that when I first
came to this town, I was told that
there were two things that mattered:
number one, the government; number
two, the Redskins. I am so gratified
that tonight we will have the oppor-
tunity to experience the opening game
of the Nationals.

Now, I am a loyal Dodger fan.
Tommy Lasorda has repeatedly told
me that if I want to go to heaven, I
must be a Dodger fan. But I want to
congratulate the District of Columbia
and all who have been involved in put-
ting together this team. It has been 34
years since a baseball game has been
played, a National League baseball
game has been played in the District of
Columbia, and we are very, very fortu-
nate as a community to be able to
focus on something other than the gov-
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ernment and something other than the
Redskins.

REAL SOLUTIONS FOR SOCIAL
SECURITY AND THE DEFICIT

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, irre-
sponsible budget and tax policies have
squandered the budget surpluses that
President Bush inherited and turned
them into a legacy of debt and deficits.
Now he is trying to do the same thing
to Social Security with a private ac-
counts plan that would add trillions to
our national debt.

This plan is exactly backwards. In-
stead of thinking up ways to weaken
the Social Security Trust Fund, we
should be taking steps to guarantee
that the assets in the trust fund are
truly there to pay future benefits. We
cannot do that if we run up large defi-
cits outside Social Security that weak-
en our economy and increase our for-
eign debt.

Anyone looking for a plan to address
the Social Security problem can begin
with two basic steps. First, take pri-
vate accounts, privatization off the
table; and, second, worry about the
real crisis, which is the current budget
deficit outside Social Security.

——————

THE “GEORGE W. BUSH BUREAU
OF PUBLIC DEBT”’

(Mr. OBEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I am getting
increasingly worried because we have
named many a building after Ronald
Reagan, but we have not yet named
anything significant after our existing
President, George W. Bush.

In light of the fact that the estate
tax bill that passed yesterday will add
$290 billion to the national debt, in
light of the fact that the President has
presented us with a budget deficit of
$400 Dbillion this year, not counting
what happened yesterday, in light of
the fact that he is trying to blow up
Social Security by borrowing an extra
$1.4 billion to finance those privatiza-
tion accounts of his, I hope that Mem-
bers of the House will join me next
week in renaming the U.S. Bureau of
Public Debt the ‘“‘George W. Bush Bu-
reau of Public Debt.”

I think we ought to honor the Presi-
dent. He has truly earned this award.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF 8. 256, BANKRUPTCY ABUSE
PREVENTION AND CONSUMER
PROTECTION ACT OF 2005

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 211 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

April 14, 2005

H. RES. 211

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (S. 256) to amend title 11
of the United States Code, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the bill and
against its consideration are waived. The bill
shall be considered as read. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the
bill equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary; and (2) one
motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). The gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, this is a closed rule pro-
viding for consideration of S. 256, the
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005.

J 1030

The rule provides for 1 hour debate in
the House, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
the Judiciary. It waives all points of
order against the bill and its consider-
ation, and it provides for one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 211.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, bank-
ruptcy reform is overdue for passage.
Despite its critics, S. 256, the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005, does not
exclude anyone from filing for bank-
ruptcy. Instead, it implements a simple
means test to shield debtors who make
below their State’s median income and
to determine if a higher income debtor
has the ability to partially pay back
his or her creditors.

To phrase it simply, bankruptcy re-
form is financial accountability. It pro-
tects our system against fraud and
abuse. And it asks those who have the
means to repay as much of their debts
as they can.

For at least four previous Congresses,
members have been trying to reform
our ‘“‘when in doubt, bail out society”
in favor of personal responsibility.
Bankruptcy should not be a financial
planning tool, and it should be avail-
able for legitimate emergency situa-
tions only. Our bankruptcy system
should fit the needs of the individual,
no more, no less. With this rule, and
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